
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 28 August 2003] 

 p10680a-10680a 
Mr John Quigley; Ms Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

WILLIAM STREET TRAFFIC BRIDGE 

1024. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:   
I refer to the member for Carine’s claims in this place on Tuesday that relate to the Government’s visionary 
decision to remove the William Street traffic bridge.  Is the minister aware of the Lord Mayor of Perth’s position 
on this matter?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member very much for the question and for his support of the Government’s delivering a first-class 
rail system for the people of Perth.  It is heartening to see the degree of support from the Lord Mayor of Perth for 
this project.  I will quote a few extracts from a letter that he sent to The West Australian on 20 August 2003 in 
response to an editorial in that newspaper.  I do not think that the Lord Mayor is a communist or a fellow 
traveller of the Labor Party, so I do not think it can be taken as a partisan document.  I notice that we have some 
esteemed guests from The West Australian in the audience today.  I understand that my close personal friends 
Dean Alston and Robert Taylor, both gentlemen with a considerable interest in my activities, are here today.  We 
welcome them.  Perhaps they can intercede with whoever runs the editorial pages to ensure that some of these 
letters appear in the paper.  One would think that the Lord Mayor’s views would be very relevant to what is 
happening in the city, and that his letter would be worthy of comment and reportage.  Many people have written 
to us explaining their frustration at letters written in support of the rail project not appearing in The West 
Australian.  However, people who write negative stories almost always get their letters in the paper.  I ask Mr 
Taylor and Mr Alston whether they could make some representations for us; we would be pleased to have their 
help.  The Lord Mayor wrote -   

Your newspaper records will reveal that there would be few people more committed than I to the 
sinking of the river foreshore portion of the South West urban rail.  That together with the fact that I am 
not widely recognised as being a supporter of ALP Governments, should make my comments more 
relevant!  

. . . I consider Planning and Infrastructure Minister Alannah MacTiernan to be a dedicated and strong 
supporter of issues of importance in the City and I believe she has demonstrated that on many 
occasions. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Will you table that document? 
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  He further wrote - 

The Minister again demonstrated her commitment to City issues by agreeing to the removal of the 
traffic carriageway at the bottom of William Street.  The removal of this carriageway will be the 
catalyst leading to; 

• The opening up a river vista from the Convention Centre. 

• The opening up a river vista down William Street. 

• The narrowing of that section of Riverside Drive and the resultant improvement of pedestrian 
access to the river.  

This is the last paragraph I will read - 

Mindful of the tight budget restrictions placed on the Minister she offered to “trade off” having 120 
metres of underground railway uncovered against removing the William Street traffic carriageway.  In 
my view removing the William Street traffic carriageway achieves far more for the City than what is 
lost by having 120 metres uncovered.   

I am very pleased that the Government has the support of the Lord Mayor and the visionaries of the city.  There 
is an interest in having this document tabled.   
The SPEAKER:  There was a request from the member for Carine for the minister to table the document.   
[See paper No 1441.] 
 


